
DIVISION OF LANDS AND MINERALS


1525 THIRD AVENUE EAST


HIBBING, MINNESOTA 55746


TELEPHONE: (218) 231-8448  FAX: (218) 262-7328


E-MAIL: john.engesser@state.mn.us

October 2, 2009
Phillip Larson

Agate Lake Resources
120 Greenwood Ln

Duluth, MN 55803

Re:      Minerals exploration plan in T62N-R14W Section 10, 11, 14, 15, 28 and 29 (St. Louis County)
Dear Mr. Larson,

On 9/23/2009 we received your exploration plan for T62N- R14W sections 10, 11, 14, 15, 28 and 29, in St. Louis County.  The plan calls for mapping bedrock and collecting samples of bedrock and glacial overburden.  Your plan states the overburden samples will be collected from hand-dug pits which will be backfilled after sample collection.   The work described would occur under the authorization of your state metallic minerals leases MM -10223, MM -10224, MM -10225, MM -10226, MM -10227 and MM -10228.   Your plan states that access will be made from existing road and trails or by foot.  If new trails are to be constructed you must contact the surface administrator prior to commencing this activity. 
The lease area contains both private and state surface ownership.  Before conducting any activities on privately owned surface, you must give written notice to the surface owner at least 20 days in advance of any activities.  The notice shall sufficiently describe your planned activities to enable the surface owner to evaluate the extent of the use of the surface.
The surface administrator for some of the state-owned surface affected by the plan is the Division of Forestry.  The Area Forest Supervisor (Mike Magnuson, 218-753-2580 Ext 261) has reviewed your plan, and has no objections.  

The remainder of the state-owned land affected by the plan is tax-forfeited land that is administered by St. Louis County.  The St. Louis County Land Commissioner (Robert Krepps, 218-726-2606) has reviewed your plan and has no objections.
Two natural heritage features have been identified in sections 14 and 15.  Both features are located outside of your leased area and should not be impacted by your proposed activity.  
Two archaeological sites have been identified within lease MM-10225.  The sites, 21SL1023 and 21SL1025, are associated with historic mining, and are comprised primarily of mineral exploration pits associated with the historic McComber Mine.  These pits are generally circular to ovate in shape and typically 10 to 20 feet across.  The features may be between two and 15 feet deep.  Excavated soil and rubble may be adjacent to each of the pits.  If you would like to see a complete description of the historic research conducted within the area, the report may be found at http://www.dot.state.mn.us/d1/projects/hwy1_tower_ely/pdfs/cultural_resources.pdf
Please do not collect samples from within or around the pits (including the associated spoil piles).  In addition, please do not excavate sampling pits from within the areas outlined in red on the following map.
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We approve your plan with the understanding that you will comply with the conditions listed above, the state’s exploratory boring laws and rules, the state’s laws regarding wetlands, and the conditions of your lease.  If you have any questions concerning this information, please contact Matt Oberhelman at (218) 231-8465 or myself at (218) 231-8448.

Sincerely,

John Engesser

Assistant Director

Division of Land and Minerals

